Pessimism attJ the Worth of Existence.     309
valued what are generally regarded as the advantages of life, and exaggerated what seem to be its disadvantages. Yet it is not easy, or even possible, satisfactorily to refute his fundamental thesis by data drawn entirely from the pleasures and pains of common experience in the present life. Experience is a very ambiguous term. It may mean merely our perceptions and sensations; it may mean these and all other states of immediate consciousness; it may be so widened as to include,. besides, all that can be established by induction; and it may signify all that we perceive, feel, and can prove in any valid way. In its narrower significations it is an inadequate basis on which to pronounce general judgments; if its third application is legitimate, so is its fourth; and in that its widest meaning, experience is coextensive with knowledge, in which case God and a future life will be contended to be objects of experience. Then the present life is extremely uncertain and variable, both as regards quantity and quality. It may be a thing of mere moments or of many years, and may have the most diverse sorts of fortunes. What is the worth of a life of a few hours of suffering, or of a few years of sickliness and disease? There are tens and hundreds of thousands of such lives, A man may live long" in health and prosperity, but there may be before him a few years of agony and wretchedness